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ANNUAL REPORTS 
MUNICIPAL OFFICERS 
AND 
SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
TOWN OF FARMINGTON, 
FOR THE 
Year Ending February 15, 1885. 
F A R M I N G T O N : 
PRESS OF KNOWLTON, McLEARY & CO. 
1 8 8 5 . 

Selectmen's Annual Report. 
To the Citizens of Farming-ton: 
Your Selectmen would respectfully submit the following 
Report in relation to the financial condition of the Town, 
together with the amount of receipts and expenditures from 
February 15, 1884, to February 16, 1885. 
ASSESSMENTS. 
After taking an Inventory of the real and personal estate, 
we found the valuation of the town to be Fifteen Hundred 
and Seventy Thousand and Five Hundred Dollars ($1,570,-
500) viz: 
Total amount of real estate, $1,180,600; total amount of 
personal property, $389,900; and the number of Polls to be 
889; and the number of Dogs to be 98. 
Upon the polls and estates we have assessed the follow-
ing named sums, to wit: 
For State Tax, $ 6,413 88 
County Tax, 1,868 15 
Support of Schools, 3,000 00 
Support of Poor, 2,500 00 
Repairs of Roads and Bridges, 5,000 00 
Defraying Town Charges, 2,000 00 
Paying Outstanding Indebtedness, 3,000 00 
( 4 ) 
For Paying Interest on Outstanding 
Indebtedness, $ 750 00 
Repairs on Large Bridges, 500 00 
Memorial Day, So 00 
Overlays, 1,200 27 
Supplemental Tax, 121 50 
Total, #26,403 80 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. I. 
Union with District No. 9, Chesterville. 
Valuation of real estate, $ 72,930 00 
Valuation of personal estate, 24,125 00 
Number of Polls, Fifty-four. 
On the polls and estates we have assessed the following 
sums, to wit: 
For payment of Interest-bearing debt, $ 163 20 
Overlays, 6 62' 
Total, $ 16982 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 4. 
Valuation of real estate, $ 476,620 00 
Valuation of personal estate, 194,290 00 
Number of Polls, Two Hundred and Ninety-Six. 
On the polls and estates we have assessed the following 
sums, to wit: 
For payment of Interest-bearing debt, $ 560 00 
Free High School, 50000 
Overlays, 49 80 
Total, $1,10980 
On the 28th day of June, A. D. 1884, we committed the 
foregoing lists of said assessments unto Daniel Hoyt, Col-
lector of said town. 
( s ) 
SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 
Amount of money raised by the town, $ 3,000 00 
School Fund and Mill Tax, 1,468 07 
Interest on Town School Fund, 90 18 
Total, £4,558 25 
After-deducting the sum of $469.25 from this amount, to 
be given to smaller districts as authorized by law, the re-
mainder was apportioned to the several districts according to 
the number of scholars returned by the Agents, being at the 
rate of $4.35 to each scholar. 
The division of school money is made April first. 
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DISTRICTS. 
1 Falls (Union), 
2 Gower, 
3 Norton Flat, 
4 Village, 
5 Fairbanks, 
7 Sprague, 
8 Currier, 
9 West Farmington, 
[0 Sewall, 
11 Greenwood, 
12 Knowlton's Corner, 
14 Briggs, 
15 Russell's Mills, 
16 Porter Hill, 
17 Bailey Hill, 
18 Titcomb, 
19 Mosher Hill, 
20 Holley, 
21 M. Holley, 
22 Walton's Mills, 
23 N.Chest'lle (Union), 
25 Furbush, (Union) 
26 D. H. Smith, 
28 Aliens Mills (Union) 
30 Hillman, 
31 Mcintosh (Union), 
41 O. D. $ 178 35 $ 149 51 $ 12 38 $0 00 
23 1468 12255 136 38 85 
88 185 31 382 80 358 03 210 08 
334 225 54 1,452 90 1,258 60 419 84 
56 173 96 243 6o 388 85 27 71 
25 O. D. 12875 111 84 15 39 
14 79 02 100 90 95 00 84 92 
78 116 98 339 3° 32687 129 41 
16 92 74 104 60 109 25 88 09 
23 O. D. 127 55 1992 10345 
Z2 I29 97 I20 70 229 98 20 69 
26 87 65 128 10 135 37 80 38 
30 1538 14050 119 97 3591 
5 61 75 61 75 
17 8410 10695 17605 1500 
17 521 10695 no 85 131 
2 2
 55 33 I23 70 153z6 25 77 
18 6556 in 40 16636 1060 
9 33 79 !S 72S° 6 9 8 
33 729 143 SS '5° 95 » 
17 79 48 73 95 JS3 43 
11 7307 6600 13907 
2 12 70 12 70 
3 25 00 18 05 43 °5 
4 52 83 47 40 100 17 06 
6 64 07 36 10 100 17 
940 #1,632 50 #4,55825 #4,83683 $1,33187 jfou 
( 6 ) 
Balance due School Districts, Feb. 15, 1884*, #1,63250 
Amount of school money apportioned April 1, 4,558 25 
#6,19075 
Orders drawn since Feb. 15, 1884, $4,836 83 
Overdrawn as per Report of 1884, 22 16 
Bal. due Districts, Feb. 15, 1885, 1,331 87 
$6,190 86 
Less amount overdrawn as per table, 11 #6,190 75 
SUPPORT OF POOR. 
Maine Insane Hospital, $ 553 07 
Supplies furnished Mrs. Newell and family, and 
paid by New Sharon, 46 00 
Supplies furnished L. Ranger, and paid by Temple, 2 00 
Supplies furnished B. R. Avery, and charged to 
Fairfield, 28 o| 
Supplies furnished B. E. Norman, and paid by 
South Berwick, 77 75 
Supplies furnished Mrs. Alma Wright and family, 
and charged to Weld, 51 3° 
Supplies furnished John A. Adams,, and charged 
to Strong, 3 08, 
Supplies furnished C. P. Thompson, and paid by Jay, 10 14 
Supplies furnished Mrs. Wm. Stein, and paid by 
Dixfield, 100 
Supplies furnished Geo. Hall and family, 5 5° 
Supplies furnished Irena Tucker, and paid by Bangor, 8 28 
James H. Waugh, for supplies furnished Perry 
and Moody, in 1882, 2 77 
Clothing, and digging grave for Newell R. Avery, 5 20 
Physicians, for examination of insane persons, 16 00 
Cost of taking B. R. Woodman to Insane Hospital, 12 25 
Cost of taking Newell R. Avery to Insane HospitaJ, I 6 0 0 
H. D. Jewell, for keeping tramps, 6 00 
ERRATA. 
Appropriation, $2,500 00 
Items charged to other towns, 227 55 
2,727 55 
Deficit, including balance of contract 
due April 1, 1885, $ 955 45 
( 7 ) 
R. H. Smith, for bal. on contract to April i, 1884, $ 938 93 
R. H. Smith, part payment on contract to April 
1, 1885, i , " 4 37 
$2,897 64 
Your Overseers contracted with R. H. Smith for the 
support of all the paupers of said town, except insane pau-
pers, as well those who now stand in need of assistance, 
as those who may hereafter become chargeable, subject to 
certain conditions, for one year from April ist, 1884, for the 
sum of $1,900. 
Orders issued as per above statement, $2,897 64 
Due April ist, 1885, on contract with 
R. H. Smith, 785 36 
^3,683 00 
2,579 30 
Appropriation by Town, $2,500 00 
Items above charged to other towns, 79 30 
Deficit, including balance of contract 
due April 1, 1885, $1,103 7° 
ROADS A N D BRIDGES. 
Orders issued by Highway Surveyors, prior to 
May 1, 1883, 
Orders to Surveyors for work on Highway, prior 
to May 1, 1884, 
Orders for work on Highway, since May 1, 1884, 
expended by Agents, 
Orders for work with Road Machine since May 
1, 1884, 
Orders for Granite Curbing, 
Balance for Highways to May 1, '85, 
$ 25046 
1,90713 
1,854 27 
641 II 
126 80 
$4,779 77 
1,794 47 
$6,574 24 
( 8 ) 
Balances of the several Highway 
Districts subject to Surveyors' 
Orders, Feb. 15, 1884, $1,57424 
Appropriation, 5,000 00 
#6,574 24 
In this connection we wish to call attention to the follow-
ing table of money raised and expended for highways, com-
piled from the Reports. The first column gives the year in 
which the report was made; the second column the amount 
of money raised at the preceding Annual Meeting; the third 
column gives the total amount of orders drawn during the 
year covered by the report; and the fourth column the differ-
ence between the appropriation and the orders drawn: 
1880 Amount Raised, $4,500 00 Orders Drawn, $5,955 09 Deficit, $1,455 09 
1881 " " 4,50000 " " 5,52319 " 1,02319 
1882 " " 5,00000 " " 6,83039 " 1,830 39 
1883 " " 5,00000 " " 6,19679 " 1,19679 
1884 " " 5,00000 " " 4,779 79 Surplus, 220 21 
It will be seen by this table that for'four years, commenc-' 
ing with 1880, our expenditures for highways exceeded the 
appropriations $5,505.46, or an average of $1,376.36 per year, 
It will also be seen that under the system then practiced, we 
were rapidly incurring a large indebtedness, and at the same 
time were practically unable to prevent it. 
The present year, instead of a deficit, we are able to show 
a surplus of $220.21, making a difference in favor of the 
current year as compared with the average of the preceding 
four years, of $1,596.57. 
The Road Machine continues to meet our most sanguine 
expectations. By careful estimates, not less than nine miles 
of road have been made with it the present season, and it 
is apparently as good as new. With a free use of the Road 
Machine, and adhering to the system adopted #ie current 
year, we are confident that a saving of at least $1,500.00 
annually, as compared with former years, can easily be 
made. 
( 9 ) 
LARGE BRIDGES. 
C. A. Gould, lumber for bridges, 
John Morrison, planking bridge at Walton's Mills, 
J. W. Hines, nails, for bridge at Walton's Mills, 
Geo. W. Davis, lumber for Falls bridge, 
F. C. Stoddard, hauling plank for bridge near N. A. 
Voter's, 
F. C. Mosher, planking bridge near N. A Voter's, 
Edwin Thurston, plank for Center bridge, 
C. H. Davis, labor and material for Center bridge, 
C. H. Davis, labor and material, for Walton's Mills 
bridge, 
C. E. Carville, planking Fairbanks Mills bridge, 
F. C. Mosher, building bridge near J. M. Stevens', 
C. H. Barker, lighting bridge at Falls, 
Total, 
Balance unexpended, 
Appropriation, $500.00 $500 00 
$ 5819 
800 
3 So 
1863 
2 50 
3 00 
108 00 
32 00 
17 80 
14 66 
23 75 
9 00 
$299 03 
200 97 
T O W N CHARGES. 
Hannibal Belcher, for services as Trustee of 
School Fund 4 years, $ 2 00 
J. B. Morrison, do., 2 00 
John Titcomb, do., 2 00 
Elijah Norton, do., 2 00 
Laforest Tufts, do., 2 00 
J. H. Bonney, do., and Clerk, 6 00 
Alvan Currier, do., and Treasurer, 22 00 
E. E. Richards, for services as S. S. Committee, 1883, 43 00 
F. O. Lyford, do., 96 00 
Hiram Titcomb, do., bal. of year, 5 00 
C B. Russell, for services as Selectman, etc., 1883, 152 50 
W. B. Gilman, do., bal. of year, 37 50 
Geo. W. Wheeler, do., 1883, 159 00 
I. W. Merrill, for services as Clerk and Auditor, 1883, 25 00 
( 1 0 ) 
P. P. Tufts, for services as Treasurer, 1883, $ 100 00 
James P. Russell, for surveying roads, 3 co 
M. C. Hobbs, for services on R. R. Com., 1883, 13 50 
Geo. W. Ranger, do., 13 00 
W. B. Gilman, expense to Portland for legal advice, 7 50 
John S. Gay, for copying and posting Town warrant, 2 00 
Abel Hilman, wood for Selectmen's office, 2 50 
P. P. Tufts, do., 3 40 
Knowlton, McLeary & Co., for Town Order Book, 6 00 
Journal Newspaper Co., for printing pauper 
notices for 1883 and 1884, 3 50 
McLellan, Mosher & Co., for Valuation Books, 6 75 
D. H. Knowlton, for Col. Book, Check Lists, &c, 3 20 
Geo. W. Titcomb, School Books furnished poor 
children, 2 3 "}(> 
Franklin Co., for rent of Selectmen's office, 40 00 
L. B. Pillsbury, for use of Drummond Hall, 35 00 
Henry Sprague, for taking care of Drummond Hall, 10 00 
Daniel Beale, Com. for collecting Taxes for 1883, 692 03 
F. V. Stewart, for apple tree removed from highway, 60 00 
R. H. Smith, it being 3 per cent, for collecting 
Taxes for the year 1880, as voted by Town, 
March 3, 1884, deducting amount previously 
paid, #257.20, 51442 
R. H. Smith, it being 3 per cent, for collecting 
Taxes for the year 1881, as voted by Town, 
March 3, 1884, deducting amount previously 
paid, #150.00, 62009 
R. H. Smith, it being 3 per cent, for collecting 
Taxes for the year 1882, as voted by Town, 
March 3, 1884, deducting amount previously 
paid, #150.00, 58465 
Total, #3,300 30 
Appropriation, 2,000 00 
Excess over appropriation, #1,300 30 
The additional compensation for collecting Taxes for 
1880-81-82, voted by town March 3, 1884, was #1,223 00. 
( » ) 
I N T E R E S T . 
Interest paid on temporary loan and matured 
orders, 
Coupons paid, 
Total, 
Appropriation, 
$ 212 17 
730 OO 
$ 942 17 
7SO OO 
$ 19 2 l7 
TOWN BONDS OUTSTANDING. 
Due April 1st, 1887, 5 per cent., $5,55000 
Do., 1884, 4 $ So OO 
Do., 1885, 4 600 0 0 
Do., 1889, 4 4,050 00 $4,700 00 
Do., 1887, 3 
Total, 
$6,000 00 
$16,250 00 
ABATEMENTS. 
For the year, 1880, $ 222 96 
Do., 1883, 394 15 
Do., 1884, 
Total, 
81 00 
$ 698 11 
No appropriation. 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 
P. P. Tufts, for payment for Safe for Selectmen's 
office, $ 140 00 
William True, balance due for building culvert, 50 OO 
I. B. Russell, Treasurer of G. A. R., for observ-
ance of Memorial Day, 50 00 
Mary B. Stoyell, for land for widening street, 150 00 
Smith & Nichols, do., 165 00 
E. 0. Greenleaf, for cost on same, 17 51 
For Support of Watering-Tubs, 44 00 
( 1 2 ) 
Daniel Beale, Col., for Res. Tax Deeds, being real 
estate sold for non-payment of Taxes, 1883, $ 122 80 
Expense killing and burying Jimmy Grounder's 
two horses, 3 00 
Franklin Co., expense of Commissioners appraising 
Delano Lake's land, 22 00 
E. S. Swift, for crossing land 4 years, 12 00 
Henry Brawn, do., 1 year, 1000 
Hiram Gay, do., 1 year, 3 00 
H. Tolman, for damage done on Highway, 2 50 
N. Furbush, do., 900 
Total, $ 80081 
No appropriation. 
COLLECTOR'S ACCOUNTS. 
TAX, 1881, R. H. SMITH, COLLECTOR. 
Dr. Cr. 
Paid P. P. Tufts, 
Bal. per last Rep., $1,95141 Treasurer, $1,95000 
Balance, 141 
gi,951 41 S 1.95 ML 
TAX, 1882, R. H. SMITH, COLLECTOR. 
Bal. per last Rep., $ 368 36 Paid Co. Tr., $ 368 3jj 
TAX, 1883, DANIEL BEALE, COLLECTOR. 
Bal. per last Rep., $8,777 22 Paid State Tr., $6,413 88 
Paid Co. Tr., 1,068 ij 
Paid P. P. Tufts, 
Tr., 1,28792 
Balance, 7 27 
#8,777 22 $8,777 22 
( i 3 ) 
TAX, 1884, DANIEL HOYT, COLLECTOR. 
State Tax, $ 6,41388 Paid State Tr., $ 1,00000 
County Tax, 1,86815 Paid County Tr., 80000 
Town Tax, 18,121 77 Paid P. P. Tufts, 
Tr., 13,60000 
Balance, 11,003 80 
Total Com't, $26,403 80 $26,403 80 
SCHOOL DIST. NO. I , TAX, 1884, DANIEL HOYT, COL. 
Paid P. P. Tufts, 
Commitment, $ 169 82 Tr., $ 169 82 
SCHOOL DIST. NO. 4, TAX, 1884, DANIEL HOYT, COL. 
Paid P. P. Tufts, 
Commitment, $1,10980 Tr., $1,10980 
SCHOOL DISTRICT INDEBTEDNESS. 
District No. 1, payable $120.00 annually, Sept., $600 00 
Do. 4, one Note to John Mitchell, due 
Sept., '85, 500 00 
LIQUOR AGENCY. 
FOR YEAR ENDING FEB. 15, 1885. 
P. W. HUBBARD, AGENT TO JULY 8, 1884. A. E. DOL-
BIER, AGENT TO FEB. 15, 1885. 
Dr. Cr. 
To Liquors on hand, By Cash for Liquors 
Feb. 15, 1884, $ 346 84 Sold, $3,232 95 
To Liquors bought of By Cash for Barrels 
State Agent, 2,385 04 Sold, 42 35 
( H ) 
To Freight and By Liquors on hand 
Trucking, $ 334° Feb. 15, 1885, $34390 
To Agent's Salary, 142 28 
To Stock on hand 
reduced, 2 94 
Profit, 708 70 
$3,619 20 $3,619 20 
Dr. CASH ACCOUNT. Cr. 
To Cash for Liquors Paid Selectmen for 
Sold, $3,232 95 Liquors, by P. 
To Cash for Barrels W. Hubbard, $ 89410 
Sold, 42 35 Paid Freight and 
Trucking, do., 11 00 
Paid Town Tr., do., 380 68 
" Salary, do., 54 78 
Paid Selectmen for 
Liquors, by A. 
E. Dolbier, 1,490 94 
Paid Freight and 
Trucking, do., 22 40 
Paid Town Tr., do., 333 90 
" Salary, 87 50 
$3,275 30 _$3^75J°_ 
LIABILITIES. 
Balance due School Districts, Feb. 15, 1885, $ L331 87 
For Highways, to May 1, 1885, estimated, 1,79447 
Contract for Support of Poor, to April 1, 1885, 785 36 
Interest due April 1, 1885, 325 °° 
Town Officers' bills for current year, estimated, 45° °° 
Town Orders outstanding, issued current year, 3°7 °° 
Do., 1883, ^ 5 ° 
School Orders outstanding, issued current year, 68 42 
For collection of Taxes for 1884, est., 75° °° 
Interest-bearing debt, 16,25000 
#22,082 48 
( i s ) 
RESOURCES. 
Tax, 1881, R. H. Smith, Collector, $ 141 
Tax, 1883, Daniel Beale, Cdllector, 7.27 
Tax, 1884, Daniel Hoyt, Collector, 4.521 77 
State School Fund and Mill Tax, 1,468 07 
Interest on Town School Fund, est., 90 18 
Due on Tax Deeds, 939 64 
R. Welch Note, 18 00 
Due from other Towns, 79 30 
$7,125 64 
ESTIMATES FOR E N S U I N G YEAR. 
For Support of Schools, $3,000 00 
For Support of Poor, 2,500 00 
For Defraying Town Charges, 2,500 00 
For Interest, 750 00 
For Paying Indebtedness, 1,000 00 
For Repair of Roads and Bridges, 5,000 00 
For Repair of Large Bridges, 500 00 
$15,250 00 
W. B. GILMAN, ) Selectmen 
GEO. W. W H E E L E R , \ of 
C. B. RUSSELL, ) Farmington. 
Examined and Approved. 
I. WARREN MERRILL, Auditor. 

Treasurer's Report. 
FOR THE YEAR COMMENCING FEBRUARY I S , 1884 , AND 
CLOSING FEBRUARY 14, 1885. 
RECEIPTS. 
Cash in Treasury February 15, 1884, J 
Cash of Daniel Hoyt, Collector for 1884, 
Do., Daniel Beale, do., 1883, 
Do.* R. H. Smith, do., 1881, 
Do., State for Pensions paid, 
Do., " School Fund and Mill Tax, 1883., 
Do., " Railroad and Telegraph Tax, 
1883-4, 
Cash for Temporary loan, 4 per cent., and paid, 
Cash of Liquor Agents, 
Cash on Tax Deeds, 
Cash of Towns for Support of Paupers, 
Cash for balance on Smellidge Stand, 
Do., Licenses, 
Do., Support of Insane at the Hospital, 
Cash of Treasurer of Town School Fund, 
Cash for Taxes collected, 
Cash of R. Hanly Smith, on Tax Deeds, 
Do., R. W. Kyes, 
Cash to Balance, 
\ 760 38 
13,600 00 
1,27792 
1,950 00 
255 00 
155136 
15907 
6,000 00 
71458 
413 60 
246 57 
104 00 
11 00 
12 89 
90 18 
6 co 
33 00 
60 
79 3i 
$27,265 46 
( i 8 ) 
DISB URSEMENTS. 
Paid School Orders issued current year, #4768 41 
Do., outstanding Feb. 15, 1884, 9288 
Paid Town Orders do., 667 20 
Do., for Support of Poor current year, 2,763 29 
Do., Roads and Bridges, do., 4,620 96 
Do., Large Bridges, 29903 
Do., to defray Town Charges, 3.297 10 
Do., for abatement of Taxes, 691 11 
Do., Tax Deeds, Taxes of 1883, 122 80 
Do., Safe, 14000 
Do., Land Damages, 31500 
Do., Observance of Memorial Day, 5000 
Do., Sundry Items, 16851 
Do., on Interest outstanding February 
IS, 1884, 15000 
Do., issued for Temporary Loan, 6,00000 
Paid Interest or 1 Matured Orders, and Temporary 
Loan, 212 17 
Paid Coupons, 73000 
Paid State Pensions to Soldiers, 17700 
Paid Bonds matured April ist, 1884, 1,30000 
Do., October 1, 1884, 
% 
70000 
127,265 46 
P. P. TUFTS, Treasurer. 
Examined and Approved. 
I. WARREN MERRILL, Auditor. 


ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
Superintending School Committee. 
Citizens of Farmington: 
Having attended to the duties assigned us by your 
courtesy, the Superintending School Committee herewith 
present for your consideration the annual report of the con-
dition of the schools of the town. 
SCHOOL SUPERVISION. 
During the year no school has been allowed to close 
without at least one official visit from your Committee, and 
in almost every instance two or more visits have been made 
as contemplated by law. It has been our aim in these visits 
to impart carefully the methods of instruction and the re-
sults achieved in each school, to make to teachers all appar-
ently necessary suggestions, and to see that the moneys of 
the town were being wisely and economically expended. 
Although by no means convinced that our schools the past 
year have all been ideal ones, we are of the opinion that 
there is progressing in town a steady advance in the charac-
ter and work being done in the public schools. 
SCHOOL DISCIPLINE. 
Three times the present year we have been called upon 
to investigate school discipline, and in two instances have 
been obliged to expel young men from school privileges in 
( 2 2 ) 
town. We do not place teachers in our schools to fight their 
way a la Sullivan, and when pupils arrive at the age of dis-
cretion, they should know that they are sent to school to 
obey, and not to rule, and the sooner they understand that 
the better. It is not the intention of your Committee to 
sustain rebellion in any school, and the teachers placed in 
our schools will be protected by us in their every right. 
SCHOOL AGENTS. 
Upon the School Agents of a town to great degree de-
pend the success of schools, and it behooves us as good 
citizens to see that in each district the best men are selected 
to attend to our school interests. The present Committee 
have nothing to complain of in this respect. Agents( the 
past year have generally faithfully performed their duties; 
been careful in their selection of teachers, and prompt in 
their reports to us. 
SCHOOL HOUSES. 
Our predecessors have each year earnestly endeavored to 
impress upon certain districts in town the need of new 
school buildings, and upon other districts the necessity of 
immediate repairs. It was not often their privilege to be-
stow words of praise for compliance with their recommenda^ 
tions. 
What seemed at the writing of the last report a grievous 
misfortune to No. 19, in having its school-house destroyed by 
fire, has resulted in the erection of a comfortable new house, 
though not as commodious as we could wish. As regards 
the furnishing and interior accommodation,, except the size of 
the school-room, it seems adequate to the needs of the 
district. It is a great improvement upon the old house. 
Credit is due the building committee for its careful ex-
penditure of the district's money, and the citizens of the 
district for their substantial and freely given aid Tn building 
the house. 
In No. 9, many needed and useful repairs have been 
made in and about the school-house. 
(»3) 
The inhabitants of No. 12 have erected a substantial 
woodshed. 
It is of course patent to all that the number of scholars 
in this town is and has been for years steadily diminishing, 
which, taken in conjunction with a corresponding increase 
in the wages of the teachers employed, results in a marked 
decrease in the number of weeks of school in each district 
throughout the town, as compared with the previous year. 
Every district but one (so far as the schools have been com-
pleted) reports a fewer weeks school this year than the past. 
And it has been steadily going on for the last five years, thus 
in 1880, we numbered 1036, while in 1884, we numbered 
only 940. This decrease being mainly in the rural districts, 
it tends to shorten the schools, and in some cases, where 
they try to lengthen the terms by employing cheaper teach-
ers, the results are poorer schools. 
Now that something needs to be done is very certain, and 
that in the near future. We do not ask for anything which 
would be in any way detrimental to the town's interest, or 
any of its citizens, but we do earnestly recommend the town 
to adopt what is called the Town System, and would urge the 
following reasons for its adoption: 
(1) It gives equal school privileges to all pupils in 
town. 
(2) It equalizes the school burden for all citizens. 
(3) It will necessitate better school buildings and appli-
ances in the rural districts. 
(4) It will give less small and poor schools. 
(5) It will sustain better teachers and give more con-
tinuous employment. 
(6) It is more economical, 
(7) We have yet to hear of the town that has tried it 
and gone back to the old system. 
The following statements made by the State Superintend-
ent of Common Schools, in his last annual Report, relative 
to the conditions of the Schools of the State, apply with 
equal force to the schools of this town: 
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i. The attendance is not what it should be either in numbers 
registered or in regularity. 
2. There are too many schools so small and short as to be of 
comparatively little value to those attending and whose mainten-
ance involves a wicked waste of the people's money as well as a 
wicked injustice to the pupils attending. 
3. Too many different teachers are employed, and in conse-
quence, there results not only a lack of that permanence and con-
tinuity of instruction necessary to the best results in any school; 
and without which much time of pupils is wasted while the teacher 
is learning the character and needs of the school, but also neces-
sarily the employment of too many who are incompetent or in-
experienced. 
4. Too many school-houses are unfit. 
5. Lack of uniformity in school Text-books. 
6. There is a shameful lack of school appliances, especially 
in the ungraded schools. 
7. Supervision is yet far from its best, even in its present 
imperfectly constituted form. 
F R E E HIGH SCHOOL. 
District No. 4, at its last annual meeting, voted to raise 
by taxation $500 for the support of a High School; and as 
no other district took any action in this regard, the State aid 
of $250 will be received and expended under the law relating 
to the same. 
The above action by the Village District indicates and 
argues the esteem in which it is held and the prosperity 
attending it. 
We present the following report of the Principal, Prof. 
Wm. Harper: 
Gentlemen of the S. S. Committee: — 
In accordance with your request, I beg to present the following 
brief report of the condition of the village schools : 
COURSE OF STUDY. 
The courses of study in the various grades will compare favor-
ably with those of the best schools elsewhere, allowance being 
( « S ) 
made for the comparative brevity of the school year. In accord-
ance with the general trend of educational progress, increased 
attention is being given to the Natural Sciences. Their high 
practical value, the excellent mental discipline afforded, and the 
interest they contribute to the course of study, amply justify the 
general tendency in this direction. The Child's Book of Nature 
answers an excellent purpose in the Intermediate classes; in the. 
Grammar School, the study of some of the simpler elements of 
Natural Philosophy, a brief course in Physiology, adapted to 
young pupils, and a similar course in Botany, which you have 
recently authorized, are looked forward to with interest and even 
eagerness by a large proportion of the pupils., Physical Geography, 
recently added to the High School course, has been studied with 
great interest and profit. 
APPARATUS. 
However valuable the Natural Sciences may be as subjects of 
instruction, their usefulness depends largely upon illustration with 
suitable apparatus. A beginning has been made in procuring ap-
paratus, and if the amount can be added to from time to time, it 
will be a very profitable investment. The cost of apparatus is 
much less than a few years ago, and a moderate amount would 
undoubtedly more than double the value of the instruction in the 
departments concerned. Some is needed in each room, though in 
the lower grades very simple appliances would be sufficient. There 
should also be some books for Supplementary reading in all grades 
below the High School. These, besides their own intrinsic value, 
would undoubtedly take the place of more or less literature that 
finds its Way into the hands of "young people without the knowl-
edge of their parents, and which no parent could wish his children 
to be acquainted with. 
TEXT-BOOKS. 
The text-books in use are generally excellent, but in some 
cases could doubtless be better. Great improvements are being 
made in the quality of text-books in several branches, perhaps in 
nearly all, and use could be made of some of these with advantage. 
The character of text-books is of much greater importance with us 
than in larger schools where each teacher has perhaps but one 
class, and consequently can give a much larger proportion of oral 
instruction. 
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TEACHERS AND SCHOLARS. 
I am happy to say that, so far as my own duties permit me to 
observe, the assistant teachers are doing excellent work, and 
that the deportment of pupils is in general highly commendable, 
Among some 240 different pupils that have attended during the 
year, the cases that have arisen requiring serious discipline have 
been extremely few. On the other hand, a ready and cheerful 
compliance with all regulations and suggestions has been a gen-
eral characteristic. 
SCHOOL GROUNDS. 
Whenever it shall be practicable to do something in the way 
of improvement and ornamentation of the grounds, bringing them 
more into keeping with the fine school building, it will contribute 
materially to promote the ends for which the school is established, 
The completion of the furnishing inside, however, I think is for the 
present the more important. 
In conclusion, I desire to express my thanks to the Superiii-
tending School Committee for uniform consideration and courtesy, 
during the year, to the local press and citizens generally for good 
will and words, and to the Agent for manifold courtesies and 
kindness. 
Respectfully submitted, 
W. HARPER, 
FARMINGTON, Feb. 21, 1885. 
SUGGESTIONS. 
Go to school meeting. 
Put your best man in agent. 
Instruct him to hire only the best teachers. 
See that your scholars are not absent or tardy. 
Have your scholars supplied with all necessary text-
books, etc. 
See that the school-house is made warm and comfortable 
for the pupils, 
Work with your teachers, not against them. 
Employ the same teachers throughout the year if possible, 
( »7> 
SCHOOL STATISTICS. 
The following outline of the year's work, so far as returns 
have been received, is presented: 
No. i .—FALLS DISTRICT (Union with Chesterville). 
Increase Blake, Agent. Number of scholars, 4 1 ; money, 
$178.35. Spring term, L. S. Hodgkins, teacher; length of 
school, 9 weeks; attendance, 28; average, 24; wages, #4.25 
per week; board, $2.25. Winter term, W. J. Mayberry, 
teacher; length of school, 10 weeks; attendance, 29; aver-
age, 27; wages, #38 per month; board/$3.00 per week. 
No. 2.—GOWER DISTRICT. J. S. Manter, Agent. Num-
ber of scholars hi District, 23; money apportioned, $122.55. 
Summer term, of 7 weeks, taught by Belle Holley; attend-
ance, 14; average, 13; wages of teacher, $1.75 per week. 
Fall term, taught by Emilie B. Hall; length of school, 8 
weeks; attendance, 16; average, 13; wages of teacher, 
$3.00; board, $1.90 per week. 
No. 3.—NORTON'S FLAT. Richard R. Norton, Agent. 
Number of scholars, 88 ; money apportioned, $382.80. 
Summer term, of 9 weeks, taught by Addie A. Hoyt; at-
tendance, 38; average, 27; wages, $5.00 per week; board, $2. 
Fall term, same teacher; length of school, 11 weeks; attend-
ance, 40; average, 30; wages, $5.00 per week; board, $2.00. 
Winter term, now in session, under instruction of Miss 
Hoyt, assisted by Isabella Norton. 
No. 4—VILLAGE SCHOOL. P. Dyer, Agent. Number of 
scholars in District, 334; money apportioned, $1,452.90. 
Board of Instruction: Spring term, Prof. W. Harper, Prin-
cipal ; Grammar school, Lizzie Titcomb; Intermediate school, 
Rose B. Collins; Primary school, Stella B. Collins. In. the 
fall, Miss Lizzie Titcomb having resigned, her position was 
taken by Hortense M. Merrill, who was also succeeded by 
Miss Ruth Norton at the beginning of the Winter term. 
During the Fall term, Rose M. Tarbox took charge of the 
Primary room, and Mrs. C. D. Sewall of the Intermediate 
room, during the temporary absence of the regular instruct-
ors. Length of school ; wages of teachers, including 
board, Principal $100 per month; lady teachers, $7 to $8 per 
week. In the following table the first column represents 
the number registered, and the second column the average 
attendance. 
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Spring Term. Fall Term. 
High School, 20 16 3 ; 32 
Grammar, 4 8 4° 42 35 
Intermediate, 49 4* 37 33 
Primary, 61 56 54 45 
The Winter Term is now in session. 
No. 5.—FAIRBANK'S MILLS. Warren N. Hardy, Agent. 
Number of scholars, 56; money apportioned, $243.60. Sum-
mer term, taught by A. A. Macomber; length of school, 8 
weeks; attendance, 24; average, 19; wages of teacher,#5.75. 
Fall term, taught by Hattie Hartwell; length of • school;!8 
weeks; attendance, 27; average, 23; wages, $4.00per week; 
board, $1.75. Winter term, of 10 weeks, taught by A. E. 
Blanchard; attendance, 35; average, 30; wages, $40 per 
month; board, $2.75 per week. 
No. 7.—SPRAGUE DISTRICT. Charles A. Partridge, Agent, 
Number of scholars, 25 ; money apportioned, $128.75. Sum-
mer term, of 6 weeks, taught by Mary Westall; attendant 
13; average, 11; wages $2.50, and board $1.90, per week. 
Winter term, of 12 weeks, taught by Ella J. Marin; attend-
ance, 14; average, 10; wages, $4.50; board, $2.00 per week 
No. 8.—CURRIER DISTRICT. No of scholars,'14; money 
apportioned, $100.90. School now in session, under in-
struction of J. S. Manter. 
No. 9 .—WEST FARMINGTON. Edward Butler, Agent. 
Number of scholars, 78 ; money apportioned, $33930. Sum-
mer term, of 10 weeks, taught by Lilla M. Scales; attend-
ance, 42; average, 34; wages, $5; board, $1.75 per week. 
Fall term, same teacher, 12 weeks; attendance, 33; average, 
27; wages, $5 ; board, $2 per week. Winter term in session. 
No. 10.—SEWALL DISTRICT. Wm. J. Lunt, Agent. Num-
ber of scholars, 16; money apportioned, $104.60. Summer, 
term, of 6 weeks, taught by Edith F. Keep; attendance, 6; 
average, 5; wages, $2 ; board $1 per week. Winter term 
now in session. 
No. 11.—GREENWOOD DISTRICT. Z. H. Greenwood; 
Agent. Number of scholars, 23; money apportioned^ 
$127.55. No summer term. Winter term now m session. 
No. 12.—KNOWLTON'S CORNER. A. H. Dyer, Agent. 
Number of scholars, 22; money apportioned, $120.70. Sum-
mer term, of 8 weeks, taught by Bell Hartwell j attendants! 
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i i ; ' average, 9; wages, #2.50; board, $1.50 per week. Winter 
term, of 8 weeks, taught by G. W. Gower; attendance, 19; 
average 13; wages, $30 per month; board, $2.50 per.week. 
No. 14.—BRIGGS DISTRICT. George Briggs, Agent. Num-
ber of scholars, 26; money apportioned, $128.10. Fall term, 
of 6 3-5 weeks, taught by Arthur W. Merrill; attendance, 15 ; 
average, 12; wages, $20.00 per month; board, $1.75 per 
week. Winter term now in session. 
No. 15.—RUSSELL'S MILLS. Orrin Woodbury, Agent. 
Number of scholars, 30; money apportioned, $140.50. Sum-
mer term, of 8 weeks, taught by Rose M. Tarbox; attend-
ance, 19; average, 15; wages, $4; board, $1.75 per week. 
Winter term, of 6 weeks, taught by John J. Hunt ; attend-
ance, 20; average, 15 ; wages, $35 per month, including board. 
No. 18.—PORTER H I L L . Reuben Jones, Agent. Num-
ber of scholars, 5; money apportioned, $61.75. Winter 
term, of 16 weeks, taught by Mrs. M. Batchelder; attendance, 
4; average, 3; wages, $2.50; board, $1 per week. 
No. 17.—BAILEY DISTRICT. George Dobbins, Agent. 
Number of scholars, 17; money apportioned, $106.95. Sum-
mer term, of 5 weeks, taught by Carrie F. Josselyn; attend-
ance, 6; average, 5; wages, $2 per week. Winter term, of 
11 weeks, taught by Alice E. B. Dobbins; attendance, 15 ; 
average, 10; wages, $4; board, $2.05 per week. 
No. 18.—TITCOMB DISTRICT. J. S. B. Norton, Agent. 
Number of scholars, 17; money apportioned, $106.95. Sum-
mer term, of 8 weeks, taught by Hortense F. Phinney; 
attendance, 9; average, 8; wages, $2 ; board, $1.65 per week. 
Winter term, of 11 weeks, taught by Hortense F. Phinney 
and Marietta Eaton; attendance, 12; average, 10; wages, $4; 
board, $2 per week. 
No. 19.—MOSHER DISTRICT. Hiram Ramsdell, Agent. 
Number of scholars, 22; money apportioned, $123.70. Fall 
term, of 16 weeks, taught by J. E. Gould; attendance, 17; 
average, 14; wages, $4; board, $1.25 per week. 
No. 20.—HOLLEY DISTRICT. John E. Greenleaf, Agent. 
Number of scholars, 18; money apportioned, $111.40. Sum-
mer term, of 7 weeks, taught by Gertrude H. Keith; attend-
ance, 12; average, 11; wages, $3 ; board, $1.40 per week. 
Winter term, of 11 weeks, taught by Alvah W. Church; 
attendance, 11; average, 10; wages, $18 per month; board, 
$1.68 per week. 
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No. 21.—MARCHANT HOLLEY DISTRICT. Belcher Holley, 
Agent. Number of scholars, 9 ; money apportioned,$79.15, 
Summer term, of 8 weeks, taught by Almeda W. Keith; 
attendance, 8; average, 6; wages, $2; board, $2 per week, 
Fall term, of 8 weeks, taught by Almeda W. Keith; attend-
ance, 7; average, 5 ; wages, $2.50; board, $2 per week. 
No. 22.—WALTON'S MILLS. Henry Carvill, Agent. Num-
ber of scholars, 33; money apportioned, $143.55. Summer 
term, of 10 weeks, taught by Sadie Tuck; attendance, 19; 
average, 15; wages, $2.50; board, $1.50 per week. Winter 
term, of 12 weeks, taught by Lyon L. Norton; attendance, 
22; average, 18; wages, $21 per month; board, $2 per week, 
No. 23.—NORTH CHESTERVILLE (Union). 17 scholars; 
money apportioned, $73.95. 
No. 25.—FURBUSH DISTRICT (Union). 11 scholars; 
money apportioned, $66.00 
No. 26.—D. H. SMITH. 2 scholars; money apportiofflfH 
$12.70. 
No. 28.—ALLEN'S MILLS (Union). 3 scholars; money 
apportioned, $18.05. 
No. 30.—HILLMAN DISTRICT. Ira V. Cutler, Agent. 
Number of scholars, 4 ; money apportioned,, $47.40. Sum-
mer term, of 6 weeks, taught by Eva A. Hatch; attendance, 
5 ; average, 4 ; wages, $2.25 ; board, $1.50 per week. Winter 
term, of 5 weeks, taught by Eva A. Hatch; attendance, 1; 
average 1; wages, $2.25; board, including wood for school 
and rent of room, #2.123 per week. 
No. 31.—NEW SHARON (Union). 6 scholars; money 
apportioned, $36.10. 
Number of scholars in town, 940; average number in 
each school, 19.7; number of scholars in Union Districts,37; 
average number of weeks schooling per district for the last 
year, 18.75; maximum cost per week for schooling per 
scholar, $4.37^; minimum cost, .15; average cost, .35; num-
ber of male teachers employed, 10; number si female 
teachers employed, 29; average wages of male teachers, per 
month, including board, $43.00; average wages of female 
teachers, per week, exclusive of board, $44i-f-. 
(SO 
April 1, 1884, there were returned 940 scholars in town. 
We apportioned $4.35 per scholar, amounting to $4,163.25; 
leaving a balance of $469.29, which was divided as follows: 
District No . 2, $ 2 2 . 5 0 D i s t r i c t N o . 18, $ 3 3 . 0 0 
« 
t 7. 2 0 . 0 0 " " 19, 2 8 . 0 0 
u t 8, 4 0 . 0 0 " " 20 , 33 .10 
(t t IO, 3S-QO " 2 1 , 4 0 . 0 0 
(i 
« " . 2 7 . 5 0 " 25 , 18.15 
t t t 12, 2 5 . 0 0 " " 26 , 4 . 0 0 
u t 14. 15.00 " " 28 , 5 .00 
u t i s . 10 .00 " " 30, 3 0 . 0 0 
u St 16, 4 0 . 0 0 " " 3 1 , 10 .00 
tt < 17. 33-O0 
$469.25 
We recommend that Llewellyn Norton be set off from 
District No. 19, and annexed to No. 28 (Union District with 
Allen's Mills). 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
HIRAM TITCOMB, ) Superintending 
E. E. RICHARDS, \ School 
EVERETT B. NORTON, ) Committee. 
FARMINGTON, Feb. 23, 1885. 
